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FOREWARD

We are living in a age in which fitna and corruption is so prevalant that before
one problem is over another one arises. The latter problem is usually more
serious than the former one. This in reality is amongst the signs of Qiyaamat. On
the one hand we have the problem of the ishana asharie (lwelver) sect of the
Shias. The concept of Imaamat accoording to this sect openly contradicts the
aqgeeda and belief of the finality of the Nubuwweat of Rasululiah (Saliallahu
Alayhi Wasallam). Whereas, on this belief rests the foundation of cur deen. One
who does not belief unconditionally In Rasululiah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam)
being the final Nabil In all senses cannct be a believer. On the other we have
the problem of the Mirzaa'ls — Qadianis (Ahmadis). Then, there is the problem
of the medernist who suffer from an inferiority conplex from the west. This group
has made tagleed of the western orientalists and in adopting an opologstic
attitute to the west has misinterpreted many fundomenial aspects of deen. By
doing this they oo have crosed the borders of Isiam

in the above groups and all the groups that have gone astray two things are
found to be cornmon:

1.  They have nol recdgnlsed the lofty position of the Sahaoaba Kiraam
(Radiallahu Anhum).
2. They de not make tagleed of one of the four Imams.

One can safely say, without any exception, that all these who are the founders
of those groups who have deviated from the Sunnat, were not mugatlids of ane
of the four Imams.

Making Tagleed of one of the four Imams is in reaality < shield with which one
protects one's Imaan,

It is for this very reason that the great Ulema of the Ummat like Imam Ghazaali,
Imaam Razl, Abdullah bin Mubarak, Ibne Taymiyya, Shelkh Abdul Qoadir
Jilaani, Hazrat Junaid Baghdadi, Sheikh Mco'inuddin Ajmieri, Shah Waliuliah,
Sheikh Saad|, Allama Rumi and many athers rahmatuliah & alayhim were all
mugallids of one of the four Imams,

In this baoklet which is o fransiation of a fatwa of Fageehul Asr Hazrat Moulana
Mutti Mahmoaed Sahib (may Allah To'aala grant him long life), the meaning of
tagleed has been explained. It has also besn shown why It Is necessary fo
make tagleed of one of the four Imaams only and in which type of masaa'il is
lagleed mode. It should be borne in min ! that the Figh (Jurispudencs) of every
Imaom is based on the Quraan and Hadith. The A'iemma have different opl-
nions in juzie (subsidary) masag'il only and every Imam has proot fram the
Quraan and Hadith for the view he holds. We have to accept thair views as we
are completely unqualified to form an opinion. We do not even possess one
quatification amongst the many that are necessary requisites for ljihaad.

The type of difference that exists amengst the four Imams is o mercy for the
Urmmat and through this every sunnat of Rasululloh (sallaliahu alayhi
wasallam) is practiced upon. Mujoddid AHe Thani (rahmatullah alay) writes:
"Not making Tagleed of one of the four Imams Is the bridge to llhad and Ir-
religiousness.”

May Allah Ta'aala grant us the Tauieeq to follow that path which pleases Him
and His Rasool and protect us from following our nafs, desires and going
astray. Aameen
Shabier Ahmed Saloojee

14th Ramzaan 1405

ath June 1985
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HADITH SHAREEF EXPLAINS THE MEANING OF THE
QURAAN-E-KAREEM

Tre fountain of Hedaayat is the &uraane Kareem. Allah
Tc'aciaa says LU !t is o guidance for mankird [Sura Ba-
oiz Aval 2], Generally in the Quracn-e-Kareem the fun-
damental principles [usoals) have been stated.

Racsalullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) has explained these
fundamental principles. Allah Ta'ala
says = ol U o so thal you may explain 1o Ihe
sa-ple that which has been sent to them

e.g. 1. In the Quraan-e-Kareem Allah Ta'oalaa
SaY: i.a . Establish Namaaz, Rasulullah (sallaliahu
alayhi wasallam) has explained in detail how many rckaats
should be read; when they shouid be read; atter which rakaats
aaiada (sitting position) should be made; in which rakacts only
A -hamd must be read; in which rakaats a sura should be join-
eqg; in which salaat giraal should be read lcudly; in which it
srauld be read softly. It is difficult to understand these detaiis
directly from the Quraan-e-Kareem.

e.g. 2. Allah Ta'aalaa says :.5;1 J:Give Zakaal. The Qur'oan-e-
Kareem does not explain in detail the nisaab of Zakaat in gold,
zsiver, animals {camels, cows, goafs and sheep) and the
amcunt that should be given. All this has been slated in the
dhaadith.

5.0 3.—=" == ' k4 i is obligatory upon man to make Haj
o® Allah Ta'aalaa’s house,
kasulullah (sallaliahu alayhi wasallam) has exploined the

meihod of tawaaf, how many rounds there are in Tawaaf; go-
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ing to Arafaal Mina; Muzdolifah; pelting of the Jamaraats and
all the masaa'il pertaining o it.

These are just three basic examples thal are given. It is not
possible ‘o understand the Quraan-e-Kareem without the
Hadith. The Ummaft has been commanded fo take guidance
from the Quraan-e-<{areem as laught by Rasulullah (sallaliahu
olayhi wasallam). To obey Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam) is 1o coey Allah Ta'aclaa.
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Anyone wnoc ozeys the Rosool has inceed obeyed Allah
Ta'adlag

That is why it i5 1elated in the Hadith:

¥ 5 " H
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Recd Sa ool as you have seen me reading salaat,

(Buknari Vol. 1 Page 1074).

Rasulullah [sollaliohu alayhl wasallam) did not say read
Namaaz according fo your understanding from the Quraan-e-
Kcreem,

Types ef Ahaadith

a. Whal came out from the very mouth of Rasululiah
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) is known as L ~ ..~ verbal
Hadith

b. What Rasululloh (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) showed by
action 5 known as Hadith-efelie = ..~ (Practically
done by Rosulullah sallallahu alayhi wasaliamj

c. Wha was done by scmeone else in the presence of
Rasulullah [sallollahu aloyhi wasallom) or was done in
Rasulullah (salallohu clayhi wosallom's) absence and
was trought 1o the notice of Rasululiah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam) cna ha did not criticise or refute it but kept
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quiet, is known as & (authenticated by Rasulullah
sallaliahu alayhi wasallam). All these three types of
Ahaadith are a source of Hedaayat and guidance for the
Ummat.

@iyas [ _-L: ) (analogical reasoning).

Al limes people asked Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
a cerfagin Mas'ala. Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
replied, and then asked the questioner a ma'sala, the answer
of which was obviously known, when he answered the question.
Rosulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said the answer to your
gueslion is similar to this.

e.g. Someone asked: Haj is obligatery upon my mother. if |
have to make the Haj on her behalf (with her permission) will
she be discharged of her obligation? Rasulullah (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam) replied yes and then asked if she had a debt
and you pay the debt, will the debt be paoid: She replied yes.
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) replied it is more ap-
propriate for the debt of Allah to be paid. (Bukhari Vol. 2 Page
1088)

This in Shariat is known as .l giyaas, = ijtihaad,
Sl istimbaat,

This too has been taught by Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam),

IFs conditions and details are present in the kitaabs of
Uscol.

It becomes necessary when any mas’ala is not clearly
understood from the Quraan and Hadith.

Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) appointed
Hazrat Ma'aaz bin Jabal (Radiallahu Anhu) as the @adhi
of Yemen. He gave him extensive advice and saw him off
till he was a distance away. Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
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wasa/lam) asked him. On what basis will you pass judg-
ment? Hazrat Ma'aaz (Radiallchu Anhu) replied with the
Quraan-e-Kareem. Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam) asked: “If you do not find it in the Kitaab of
Allah (Qurcan-e-Kareem)? He replied with the Sunnat
(Hadith) of Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam).
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasaliam) asked. If you do
not fing it in the Sunnat of Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi
wasallem) neor in the Kitaab of Aliah? He replied. "1 wili
make ijfihaad.” Rasululich (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
commended him and became pleased with his reply.
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said:

21 L opdar abe B Lo A gy Jeu e sl & s
Qi gy
All praise be to Alah Who has guided the messenger
(Hazret Mc'acz RA) of Raosulullah (sallallahu alayhi

wasal'am) wth that which pleases the Rascc! of Allah,
Abu Dawood. Vol. 2 P. 149,
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DEFINITION OF QIYAAS AND 1JTIHAAD

\When any mas'ala is not clearly understood from the
Quraan and Hadith then to ponder deeply into 3
(proots in Shariai on which an argument is based) and
cther similar masa'il (plural of mas'ala) s known Qs
ijtihad. This is known as Qiyaas 100 as undersicod from the
albove example.

iSMA
Y/hen there is consensus of opinion on a mas’ala derived
by ijrihaad and giyaas then it is known asijma. sl

That is why the Ulema of Usool have writter thal Qiyaas
-4 does not enaci any mas'ala or order if only reveals
i. That order and decree was present in the Quraan and
Hadith but it was concealed. Genemlly people are
unable io understand it from the Quraan and the Hadith,
a Mujtahid analyses it on similar masaa'il and makes
stimbal (decuces) .- through (Igfidhaun Nass) =das
'lshaaratun Nass) - 3 L:i(Dalalatun Nass) ' 3% and then
revedals that mas'ala.

Imam Bukhari rahmatullah alay has brought a separate
heading in proot of this in his kitab Sahih Bukhari.

lagleed

It is necessary for one who does not have the ability fo
make ijtihoad to accept the version of a mujlahid. This is
known as .z Tagleed.

Hazrat Ma'az (Radialiahu Anhu) was sent by Rasulullah
(salicliahu alayhl wasaliam} so ihatl the mosaail and
arders given by him be acled upon and the source of his
crders were three.

1. The Quraan-e-Kareem; 2. The Hadiih Shareef; 3.
litihaad.



To accept the lhree is to ocbey Rasulullah (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam).

Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) says: “"Whoever
obeys me obeys Allah, and whoever disobeys me
disobeys Allah. Whoever obeys the ameer obeys me and
whoever disobeys the ameer disobeys me."”

(Mishkat Page 310).

IN WHICH TYPES OF MASA’AIL &IYA'S IS PRACTISED
AND TAGLEED MADE

Types of Masa’ail.
There are fwo types ol masaa'il.

1.

Mention of it is present in the Quraan-e-Kareem and
Hadlith Sharasl.

2. Mentian of il is not present in the Quraan-e-Kareem

and Ahcadith.

The firsi type [mention of which is made in the Quraan or
Hadith) is of 'wo types.
a. There is only one type of Nass ... It is absolutely

clear that the command is in the positive only or the
negalive only.

There are lwo types of Nass (Quraan-e-Kareem and
Hadith). From some Nusoos it seems that an act
should be done and frem other Nusoos it seems that
that act should be abstained from. (The degrees of
doing it and abstaining from it also differs, that is why
Fardh, Waajib, Sunnat and Mustahab are derived on
the acts to be done and Harocam, Makrooh Tahrimi
and Makroohe Tanzihi are derived on the acts 1o be
abslained from). e.g. To say Aameen loudly or softly
afler Surah Fateha in Salaal. There are two types of
Nass regarding it. From scme it seems that il should
be said loudly and from scme it seems that it should
ke scid soffly. From some Nuscos (plural of Nass -
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meaning Quraan-e-Kareem and Hadith) it seems that
a person should raise his hands when he goes info
ruku, gets up from ruku, gets up from sajda and from
some it seems that the hands should not be raised.
Then there are two kinds in this type of masaa'il (in
which there are two nass which seems contradictory
to each other.)

i. Through historical facts or other means it is known
which Nass (Quraan and Hadith) is the former one
and which one is the lafter one,

ii. It is not known which nass is the former one and
which nass is the lafter one.

In all there are four types of Nusoos and ijtihad is practis-

ed in two types only.

1, Masad'il in which there is only one type of Nass. In
this type, giyaas and ijtihaad is not made.
Taqgleed too is not made of any one. The nass is acted
upon directly.

2. There are two types of Nusoos but the latter is known
from the former. Generally the former is regarded as
Mansookh {abrogated) and the latfter is practiced
upon.

3. There are two types of Nusoos but it is not known
which one is the |atter ane.

4. Masaa'il in which there is no Nass.

In the third and fourth type of masaail, either a person
makes amal [acls) or does not act at all. It is not permissi-
ble not to act and remain free; Allah Ta'aalaa says:

ik 'i"’?lrl-a,_l T -
(e -—';-"-Ln-: -\.-"La-u‘\.l ]

Does man think that he would be left free?
Sura Qiyaama Aayat 36



At ancther place Allah Ta'aalaa says:

Do you thirk thaTwe have created you without any purpcse?

(Surah Noor Aayat 115.)
It is not so, but at every instance you will have fo obey our
orders.

In the third type ol masacil which nass should be acted
upon? Il one nass is acted upon then automaticaiiy the
other nass will be leff. We do not have the knowledge to
give preierence to one nass over the other, nor is it known
which is the former and which is the latter that the former
be regarded as abrogated.

in the fourth type of masaa'll there is no nass
Without knowledge how can cne act and make amal?

Allah Ta'aala says:

I:..J--- a "II' el __,_;.q_"'.‘l 4
The meaning of which is Ihat without knowledge do not

do anything. (Sura Bani Israiel Aayal 36.) Theretore
ijlihaad is necessary in these two types of masad’il.

In the third type ijtthaad is necessary io ascertain as to
which nass to act upon.

In the lourth type, iftehad is necessary to know as to what
the command is. It is more than obvious that everyone
has'nl tha ability to make ijtehaad.

The following aayat also throws light on this

ERE Aodr el o emlT R . e P e ; wi 3 faf -
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If they referred it to 1he Rascol and those in charge among
them then, verily those who practice Istimbat (giyaas)
amaong them would have known it,

(Sura Nisaa Aayai 83).

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MUJTAHID AND MUGALLID
Everyone can claim to lorm an opinion immaterial
whether it is canect or not. But that person whose opinion
is acceptable and relied upon in Shariat is known as a
mujiahid (one who practices Ijtehad) and a mustambit

L. [one whe has the ability to derive masad'il from
the nusoos).

One whaose opinion is not acceptable and relied upon in
Shariat is known as a mugallid (one who accepts the in-
terpretation oi a mujtahid in these masad’il).

in both these type of masaail (the third and fourth) it is
necessary for ¢ mujtahid to practise ijtihad and lor a
mugallid to make fogleed.

« Refer conditions of making ijiehad at the end.

Il @ mujtahid nas to err then too he will be rewarded. It his
ijtehad is correct Ihen he will get double the reward as
stated in Bukhari Shareef, Vol. 2 Page 1092,

Why should Tagleed be made of one of the four
imams only.

One question ar ses here that there were many Mujtahids
among the Sahaaba (one who saw Rasulullah (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam) with Iman and then died with Iman),
Tabeien (one who scw a Sahaabi in the state ¢f Iman and
then died with Iman) and Tabe Tabeien (one who saw a
Tabeie with Imaan and died with Imaan) then why should
we make Tagleed of one of the four Imams only namely:
Imam Abu Hanifa [rahmatuliah alay) (born 80 - AH) Imam
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Malik [rahmatullah alay) (born 95 - AH) Imam Shafi
(rahmatullah alay) (born 150 AH.) and Imam Ahmed bin
Hambal (rahmatullah alay) (born 164 AH.) What is wrong if
we make Tagleed of one of the Sahaaobe (Radiallahu
Anhum) as many virtues of the Sahaaba (Radiallahu
Anhum) have been related in the Ahaadith.

The reply to this question is that the Sahaaba (Radiallahu
Anhum) are definilely far more superior fo the four Im-
aams. Tagleed is made of the four Imaams, not because
they are superior ta the Sahaaba (Radiallahu Anhum) but
because it is necessary for us to have knowledge of those
masaa'il in which Tagleed is made. And today the detail
with which the masaaqil of the matha'hib of the four Imams
have been formulated in a regulated and compiled
form, the math'hab of any Sahaabi, Taabeie or Tabe
Tabeie is not found. Masaail from Kitabut Tahaarat till
Kitaabul Faraaiz (laws of inheritance) have been col-
lected in the matha’hib of the four Imaams covering all
the aspects of life in principle and in detail whether it be
beliefs, Ibaadaat, dealings or community life.

In short every mas'ala regarding all the aspects of life has
been registered. Answers to all questions could be ob-
tained either in a specific form or in a deduced form
based on principles, thereby oblirating the need to refer
to an external source. This, all-embracing quality by an
act of Allah Ta'aala is found existing in only the four
Matha-hib.

How can we then leave making Tagleed of one of the four
Imaams and make taqleed of someone else?

Allah Ta'aalaa had given in detail the knowledge of the
Quraan-e-Kareem and Ahaadith to the four Imaams. They
were also given the necessary qualifications and ability
to make ijtehaad.
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They had knowledge ol all the Ahaadith cf Rasulullah
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) that spread throughout the
world through the Sahaaba Kiraam.

It is possible thar cne Imam may not have knowledge of a
certain Hadith and another Imam has knowledge of i,
but it is not possible that none of the four Imaams had
knowledge of a particular Hadith. Shah Waliullah
Muhaddith Dehalwi (rahmatullah alay) writes on page six
in his commentary on Muwaata Imaam Malik: “The four
Imams are such that their knowlege has encompassed
the whole world. And they are Imam Abu Hanifa
[rahmatullah alay), Imam Malik (rahmatuliah alay), Im-
am Shafi (rchmatullah alay), and Imam Ahmed bin
Hambal (rahmatuliah alay).

WHY IS IT NECESSARY TO MAKE TAQLEED OF ONE IMAM
ONLY (TAGLEED-E-SHAKHSI)

The question arises why is it necessary tc follow one Imam
only? What is wrong if one masala is taken from one Imam
and anoiher from ancther Imam, as was done in the times
of the Sahaabe (Radiallahu Anhum) and Tabke'ien
(Radiallahu Anhum). In those times the whole Math’hab
was not confined to one person. The answer is that in
those limes good was prevalanl. Generally the lowly
desires did not have any influence in matters of deen.
Whoever used to refer to any of his elders regarding any
masala, used fc do so sincerely and he also use to to act
upon the verdict given to him whether it be o his benifit
and desires or not. Laler sincerety to thal degree anc
piety dic not remain amongst the people. Such urge was
present in people to ask one aalim a masala, if it did not
suit them, then they referred that masala to ancther aalim
until they found a verdict that suited their desires.
Gradually, lor every masala they had the urge to look for
a suilable reply. It is obvious that such pecple are not
seeking the fruth. Sometimes the consequence of this is
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very serious. e.g. A person in the state of wudhu fouches
his wife. A person following the Shafie mazhab tells him
th ol vour wudhu is broken, therefore remake your wudhu,
He replies Ne!l | am a Mugallid of Imam Abu Hanita
(rohmatuliah alay). According to him this does nol cause
the wudhu to break. | can recd salaat with this wudhu.
Then this person vomits a mouth full. A person following
the Hanafi Math'hab advises him o make wudhu as his
wuchu has orcken according to Imam Abu Hanifa
[rahmatullah alay). This person replies that | am making
iogieed cof Imam Shafie (rahmatiullah alay) (in this
masa a) cnd according to Imam Shafele (rahmatuiiah
alay) vomitiing does not cause the wudhu fo break. A
cerson can read namaaz with such a wudhu. I this per-
son recds his namacz with this wudhu then his salaat wiil
not be valld acccrcing to Imam Shalie [rahmatulian
cay) and nor according 1o Imam Abu Hanifa
ahmatullon alay). This is called Talfeeq ancd there is
ijma and =orsensus of opinion that Talfseq is baatil and
impermissiti2. In reality by doing this & person does noi
make togleed of elther Imam Shafie (rahmatullah alay)
o imam Abu Hanifa rahmatuliah alay) but he is foliow-
irg his desires, and Shariat has prohikited us from follow-
irg our desires. [t results in going astray from the path of
Allah Ta'caloo.

Allan Ta'calao says in Surah Hud Ayat 26:

B L R Glal gl 139,
And do nottollcw your desires (In fulure too) for it will lead
you astrav from the path of Allah.

Therefore il is necessary io make tagleed of one Imaam
only. If is for this reason that the Quraane Kareem has
ccnnected adherence with turning towards
Allah [repeniently). Allah Ta'aalaa says:

12
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And follow the way of that person who turns towards me.

Generally someone feels according lo his strong
presumplion that Imam Abu Hanifa (rahmatullah alay) is
most probably correct and munib (has the guality of in-
aabat) that is his ijtihaad conforms more with the Quraan
and Hadith. That is why he has opted to make tagleed of
Imam Abu Hanifa [rahmatullah alay). Anolher person has
this strong feeling that Imam Malik (rahmatullah alay's)
ijtihad conforms more with the Quran and Hadith,
therefore he make tagleed of Imam Malik (rahmatullah
alay). Someone has this feeling regarding Imam Shaleie
(rahmatullah clay's) ijftihaad thats why he makes Imam
Shalei's (rahmatullah alay) tagleed and someone for this
very reason makes tugleed of Imam Ahmed bin Hambal
(rahmaiuliah alay).

TALFEE& AND CHANGING MAZHABS IS NOT
PERMISSIBLE.

It is not permissitle to leave making tagleed of one Imam
and follow another Imam when one wishes. When this is
done withoul permission from the Shariat it leads to
Talfeeq, it also causes one to follow one's desires resulting
in going far away from the truth and being lead astray.

Moulana Mohammed Hussain Sahib who opposed mak-
ing taglzed for many years and then finally being af-
fected by the bitler consequences of nol making tagleed
writes in his Risaalah, Ishca'atus Sunnah Vol. 11 No. 2
Page 53.

After twenty five years of experience we have come o
know that those who leave making mutlag tfagleed or
leave making lagleed of a Mujtahid-e-Muilag out of ig-
norance, finally leaves the fold of Isiam.Some of these
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people become Christians and some remain without any
math’hab, who do not adhere to any faith or religion.
Violating the commands of Shariat, transgression and ir-
religiousness are lhe least effects of this freedom.

The summary of the above is:

1. There are same Nusoos the meaning of which is clear
cut, Tagleed is not made in these masaa’il.

2. There are some nusocs the meaning of which is not
clear [ambigious) or there are nusocos which seem
contfradiclory and it is not known which one is the
latter and which one is the former.

3. Man is nol free to act as he wishes. He is af all times
bound to acl according to Shariat.

4. In the second type of Nusoos we do not have the
knowledge to understand as fo what is required from
us nor do we have the knowledge to remove the
outward contradiction, therefore it is obligatory
upcn us to make tagleed of an Imam, who can ex-
plain the Nass to us and guide us as to what is re-
quired Irom us.

4. Taqleed has to be made of one of the four Imams on-
ly, as the math'hab of not a single Sahaabi or
Ta’be’ie has been formulated and arranged in detail
as the matha'hib of the four Imams.

5. Tagleed should be made of one Imam only. Jumping
from one math’hab to another leads a person to
follow his desires. It also leads to Talfeeq. And we
have been prechibited from this:
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Did you know that Imam Bukhari (rahmaiullah alay)
studied under Imam Ahmed bin Hambal [rahmatullah
alay) and Imam Ahmed bin Hambal (rahmatullah alay)
studied under Imam Shaleie (rahmatullah alay]. Imam
Shafeie [rahmatullah alay) studied under Imam
Muhammed (rahmatulloh alay). Imam Muhammed
(rahmatullch alay] was a student of Imam Abu Hanifa
(rahmatullch alay).

The highest lorm of Hadith [from the point of view of the
chain of narrators) in Bukhari Sharief are fhe
Thulag'thi'yaat (in which there are only ihree narrafors
between Imam Bukhari rahmatullah alay and Rasulullah
sallallchu alayhi wasallam) Imam Bukhari [rahmatullah
alay) narrates these Thula'thi'yaat from his ustaadh Makki
bin Ibrahim (rahmatullah alay). And Makki bin lbrahim
studied for ten years under Imam Abu Hanita
(rahmatullah alay).

LI B B

Did you know that Hatez Zahabi (rahmatullah alay) has
counted Imam Abu Hanifa [rahmatullah alay) from the
Hufaaoze Hadith (Hulfaz is the plural of Hafiz) in his kitaab
Tadhkeratul Huffaz. A Hafiz of Hadith is a person who
memorises one hundred thousand Ahaadith or more with
the names cf the narrators and the coniext of the Hadith.

Hafez Zahabi Shafeie [rahmatullah alay) is that great
Imam of Hadith regarding whom Hafez ibn Hajar As-
galani {rchmalullah alay) (the commeniator of Bukhari
Sharief who was a great Muhaddith of his time) made
duaa at the Zam Zam, O Allah! give me a memory like the
memory ol Hafez-e-Zahabi.
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Did you know ihat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed Qadiaani (who
claimed prophethood), Parvez (The Negator of Ahaadith),
Hakeen MNuiul Din (Successor of Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
Qadiaani) and a iong list of pecple who wen! astray were
all Ghair Mugallicin (people who did not follow any Im-
am.)

Khatib relates ‘hat Imam Abu Hanita (rahmatuliah alay)
used to make Tila'wat of the Quraan, perform Salaat and
cry throughout the night (out of fear of Allah Ta'aala), so
much that his neigbours used to pity him. He completed
the Quraan seventy ihcusand times in the place in which
he passed away. For forty years he read Fajr Saloat with
the Wuzu of Esha.

Al Bida'ya Wan Nihayah Vol. § Page 107

Did you know that Fighe Hanafl was compiled by @ Shura
of forty great Ulema of that time. Knhalib Bagdadi writes:
Someone said to Imam Waki (rahmatulich clay) (Ustaad
of Imam Shafei rahmalullah alay) 'lmam Abu Hanifa
(rahmatullah alay) has made ¢ mistake in this masala.”
Imam Waki (rahmctullah alay) replied: How can Imam
Abu Hanita (rahmatullah alay) make a mistake when he
has with him expertise in Qiyaas like Imam Abu Yusuf
(rahmatullah alay) and Imam Zutar (rahmaiullah alay);
Huffaz of Hodith like Yahya bin Abi Zo'eda, Hals bin
Giyath, Habban and Mundil {rahmatullah alayhim).
(Yahyah [rahmatullah alay) and Hafs (rahmatullah alay)
are Ustcads of Imam Bukhari (rahmatullah alay); an ex-
pert in the Arabic language and literature like @asim bin
Ma'an and Zaahid [one who cbstains from the worldly
things 1c0] and Multagis (one who s extremely careful
regarding the commandments of Allah Ta'cala) like
Dawoode Taie (rahmatullch alay) and Fudhail bin Eyaaz
(rahmatullah alay) “Will these people not correct him if
he makes a mistaks?"
16



A woman once came to buy silk from Imam Abu Hanifa
(rahmatullah alay). She requested Imam Sahib (rahmatuliah
alay) to sell the roll of silk to her at cost. Imam Sahib
(rahmatullah alay) quoted her four dirham [+ four rands).
She said Oh Imam do not joke with me. Imam Sahib
(rahmatullah alay) replied; “I bought two rolls of silk together
and have sold the one with a profit which lands me this roll at
four dirhams." She paid the four dirhams and ook the roll.

Imam Abu Hanifa (rahmatullah alay) once adviced his servant.
“When you sell this article then do not forget to bring to the
notice of the buyer the defect in it.” The servant forgot to men-
tion the fault at the time of selling that article. When this was
brought to Imam Sahib (rahmatullah alay's) notice he said: *'|
have nothing to do with this."” He then gave thaiwhole sum of a
few thousand dinaars in sadaga as the buyer could not be
traced,

Once a goat was stolen, Imam Abu Hanlfa frahmatuliah alay)
ingquired as to the maximum period that a goat lives, He did not
eat mutton for that period out of fear that Haraam will enter his
stomach.

Imam Malik (rahmatullah alay) once while teaching Hadith
was bit several times by a scorpion, he did not move out of
respect of the words of Rasuluilah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam)
until he had completed the lesson, even though his colour had
gone pale by then.

Imam Ahmed bin Hambal {rahmatullah alay) gave to the poor
whatever he received in inheritance. He used o cut wood for
his living. Throughout the night he used to cry in sajda making
dua. Oh Allah if a ransom is accepted on behdif of the sinners
of the Ummat of Muhammad (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) then
accept me as a ransom.

Imam Shafele (rahmatullah alay) memorised the Quraan-e-
Kareem of the age of seven, memorised the muwatta of Imam
Malik (rahmatullah alay) at the age of ten and began to give
fataawa at the age of fifteen. He used to complete sixty
khatams in the month of Ramadhaan. He was a Sayyed by
birth.



some Of The Conditions Of ljtihaad

It is essential that the Mujtahid possess full comprehen-
sion of:

1.

2,

Nowo A O

1.

12.

The Quraan and Sunnat and sciences pertaining to
it.

He must have proficiency; in the Khas (particular
meaning) A'am (General meaning); Mujmal; Haqi-
qgat (compound); Maja'z (figurative); Muhkam
Mubayyan (un-ambigious); Muta'shabl (ambigious);
Mutlag (unconditional); Mugqayyat (conditional);
Za'hir [distinct meaning); Nass; Mufassar; Muhkam;
etc.

All the three types of Sunnai: 1. Verbal sz&
2. Practical s 3. Authenticated /s

All the narrators of Ahaadith, their strength and
weakness.

In distinguishing the Sahih from the weak.

Of Naasikh and Mansookh (abrogated).

Of Statements amongst the Sahaaba Kiram
(Radiallahu Anhum) and those after them, their dif-
ferences etc.

All the Masadad'il in which ijma and consensus has
been reached.

Of Qiyaas and all its classifications;

. Knowledge of the Arabic language and its grammer

before the influence of Non Arabs to the Arabic
language.

Of 5 lle (elalul ahkam) and manner of istim-
baat, so that he is able to make a proper giyaas in
that masala, in which there is no nass, on a masala in
which there is a nass.

Tagwa and uprightedness are also requisites for
iiihad. These are just some of the conditions of
ijtihad.

From the ummat not many have reached the stage of
ijtihad. In our times only an insane person can claim fo
be a mujtahid. Masaalls can occur which did not exist
before but these can be solved by those who have a
sound understanding of Figh and Uscole Figh (Principles
of Figh).
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